
Sustaining Leadership
Excellence 

THEME:

Women Shaping the Future of Higher
Education.

24 - 25 SEPT. 2025

THEKERZNER@UJ
JOHANNESBURG, ZA 

Visit wlhe-summit.co.za for more

WOMEN LEADERS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION (WLHE) SUMMIT 2025



Dear esteemed stakeholders,

Welcome to the Women Leaders in Higher Education
(WLHE) Summit 2025. This event aims to inspire,

connect, and empower women in the higher education
industry. 

We acknowledge the critical role of higher education in
global sustainable development. However, women

remain underrepresented in leadership positions in the
sector for various reasons. 

This summit is a call to action to explore strategies for
breaking barriers and fostering inclusivity in higher

education leadership. We invite organisations to
collaborate with us to create lasting opportunities for

women. Together, let’s build a future where leadership
knows no gender limits. 

Warm regards

Welcome
Message

Prof. Beatrice Olutoyin Opeolu

WLHE 2025 Convener
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WHO SHOULD ATTEND

The Women Leaders in Higher
Education (WLHE) Summit 2025 is a
premier gathering designed to elevate
and empower women in academia. This
event brings together senior leaders,
emerging scholars, and key stakeholders
from institutions across Africa and
beyond to enable dialogue, mentorship,
and actionable strategies for advancing
women in leadership roles.

The WLHE Summit seeks to bridge gaps
by addressing challenges such as
gender biases, career progression
hurdles, and the need for stronger
professional networks.

ABOUT

Empowering
Women in 
Higher 
Education

WHAT TO EXPECT

Inspiring Keynotes: Gain
insights from top leaders in
academia and governance.

Plenaries: Learn from the
experiences and insights of
seasoned women leaders.

Mentorship Sessions: Build
one-on-one connections with
influential mentors in the
field.

Formal Dinner: Celebrate
women’s achievements with
keynote speeches, cultural
entertainment, and more.

Networking Opportunities:
Engage in meaningful
conversations and expand
your professional network.

Senior academic leaders
Emerging women leaders in higher
education
Policymakers, stakeholders, and
gender equity advocates
Institutional representatives, NGOs,
and government officials Visit qkt.io/wlhe for tickets

https://qkt.io/wlhe


H.E. Prof. Sarah Anyang Agbor
Former Commissioner for Human Resources,
Science and Technology, African Union

Prof. Lisa-Dionne Morris
Public & Industry Understanding of Capability
Driven Design Professor, University of Leeds,
United Kingdom

Prof. Bolanle Akeredolu-Ale
Vice Rector, Pan African University, 
Yaounde, Cameroon

wlhe-summit.co.zaadmin@bcshive.co.za +27 73 293 2534
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Prof. Refilwe Phaswana
Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research & Innovation,
University of Johannesburg, South Africa

Prof. Tara Sabo-Attwood
Dean, Arnold School of Public Health, Henry
Savage Jr. Professor in Environmental Quality and
Global Health, United States of America

Prof. Mamokgethi Phakeng
Businesswoman & Tenth Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Cape Town

TICKETS

qkt.io/wlhe

https://qkt.io/wlhe
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H.E. 
Mrs. Abigail Marshall-Katung
Lord Mayor of Leeds, United Kingdom

Prof. Ntebogeng
Mokgalaka-Fleischmann 
Executive Dean: Faculty of Science, Tshwane
University of Technology, South Africa 

Prof. Esther Titilayo Akinlabi
Deputy Faculty Pro Vice Chancellor (Research &
Knowledge Exchange), Northumbria University, UK
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WLHE SUMMIT 2025

“We have seen the increased appointment of

female executive leaders in South African

universities, which is encouraging, yet women in

leadership remain underrepresented. We are

excited about this summit and its potential value as

a platform for better understanding the issues

women in academia need to navigate to advance

in their careers. We especially welcome the

summit's emphasis on entrepreneurship and

innovation, given the BANI (Brittle, Anxious, Non-

linear, Incomprehensible) context women leaders

need to perform in.”

- AFRALEAD

Empowering women in higher education is key

to building sustainable and innovative futures.

We are pleased to endorse the WLHE Summit

2025 and support its mission to drive

meaningful change in leadership,

entrepreneurship, and training for sustainable

development.

BRITISH COUNCIL

EVENT
ENDORSEMENTS

24 - 25 SEPT. 2025
THEKERZNER@UJ

JOHANNESBURG, ZA  

“By fostering a culture of belonging and

addressing institutional barriers, this

conference can harness the full potential of

diverse academic discourse and ensuring

equity in higher education

BLACK FEMALE ACADEMICS’ NETWORK

Visit qkt.io/wlhe for
more

GET YOUR TICKETS
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https://qkt.io/wlhe
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OUR
PANELISTS 24 - 25 SEPT. 2025

THEKERZNER@UJ
JOHANNESBURG, ZA  

WLHE SUMMIT 2025

Prof. Frances
Separovic

Dr. Palesa
Mothapo

Foreign Secretary, 
The Australian Academy 

of Science

Director: Research Support
Management, Nelson Mandela

University

Prof. Nita
Inderlal Sukdeo

Associate Professor,
University of 

Johannesburg

Prof. Bernadine
Idowu

Dr. Sally 
Osei-Appiah

Professor of Biomedical
Sciences, University of 

West London

EDI Learning and 
Development Manager,

University of Leeds

Prof. Oluwakemi
Enitan Fapojuwo
Professor, Federal University 

of Agriculture 
Abeokuta,

Dr. Edith
Phalane

Ana
Cione

Research Manager, Project
Manager/Specialist, University

of Johannesburg

Product Safety Technical
Lead in Science Strategy,

Syngenta

GET YOUR TICKETS

"By fostering a culture of belonging and addressing

institutional barriers, this conference can harness the full

potential of diverse academic discourse and ensuring

equity in higher education"

BLACK FEMALE  ACADEMICS '  NETWORK
Visit qkt.io/wlhe
for more

https://qkt.io/wlhe
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Dr. Norah 
Clarke

Founder and Director,
AfraLead, ZA

Prof. Ferina
Marimuthu

Head of Department -
Financial Accounting, Durban
University of Technology, ZA

Prof. Nelson
Torto

Permanent Secretary,
Government of Botswana

Meekness
Lunga-Ayidu

Regional Director, Higher
Education (SSA) at The British

Council, ZA

Prof. Michelle
Bloor

Research Director,
Scotland's National Centre

for Resilience;
Environmental Science &

Risk, University of Glasgow,
UK

Prof. José
Frantz

Deputy Vice Chancellor,
University of the Western 

Cape, ZA

Prof. Chioma
Blaise Chikere

Professor of Environmental
Microbiology & Biotechnology

and HoD, Department of
Microbiology, University of Port

Harcourt, NG. Professor
Extraordinarius @ UNISA

Prof. Thasmai
Dhurumraj

Associate Professor in
Curriculum Studies (Science
Education), University of the

Western Cape, ZA

Dr. Jabulile 
Msimango-Galawe

Senior Lecturer, Business
Coach, Entrepreneur and

Author

Diana
Robertson

Deputy Dean - Faculty of
Education, IIE Varsity

College, ZA

ALSO 
FEATURING

Dr. Akanimo Odon
Principal Consultant/CEO:
Envirofly Consulting UK

GUEST 
SPEAKER



Sponsorship
Opportunities

PARTNER WITH US

USD 10,000 / ZAR 160,000

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

Exclusive branding as a main
event sponsor.
Prime logo placement on
materials and platforms.
Panel and plenary address
opportunity at formal dinner.
Complimentary premium
exhibition booth.
Six complimentary delegate
passes.
Recognition in press releases
and media.
Access to attendee list for
networking (with consent).
Acknowledgment in event
communications.

GOLD SPONSOR

Prominent logo placement on
event materials and website.
Opportunity to introduce a
speaker or session.
Complimentary exhibition
booth in a prime location.
Four complimentary delegate
passes.
Recognition in press releases
and social media
announcements.
Acknowledgment during the
formal dinner.

USD 7,500 / ZAR 120,000

SILVER SPONSOR

Logo placement on event
materials and website.
Complimentary exhibition
booth.
Three complimentary delegate
passes.
Recognition in event sessions
and social media promotions.
Acknowledgment in the post-
event report.

USD 5,000 / ZAR 80,000

Acknowledgment during the formal dinner.

R5000

EMERGING LEADER REGISTRATION SUPPORT 

The WLHE Summit 2025 is a unique platform bringing together influential leaders, policymakers,
and institutions committed to advancing women’s leadership in academia. By sponsoring this
event, your organization will gain unparalleled visibility, engage with key decision-makers, and

demonstrate a strong commitment to gender equity and global sustainability in higher education.

Invest in Change,
Empower the Future

BRONZE SPONSOR

Logo placement on event
materials and website.
Two complimentary delegate
passes.
Recognition during specific
sessions

USD 2,000 / ZAR 35,000

TICKETS

qkt.io/wlhe

https://qkt.io/wlhe


STANDARD BOOTH

PREMIUM BOOTH 

VIRTUAL EXHIBITOR 
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Showcase Your Brand
at WLHE Summit
2025

As an exhibitor, you gain direct access to

an engaged audience passionate about

leadership, innovation, and gender equity

in academia. 

Standard booth space in the exhibition area.

Inclusion in the exhibitor directory on the event

website.

One complimentary exhibitor pass.

Exhibition Packages

Prime booth location with a larger display area.

Inclusion in the exhibitor directory on the event website.

Two complimentary exhibitor passes.

Featured mention in event social media posts.

Dedicated virtual exhibition space on the event

Webpage for showcasing products or services.

Logo placement in the virtual exhibition hall.

Mention in the digital event program

USD 1,200 / ZAR 20,000

USD 2,000 / ZAR 36,000

USD 700 / ZAR 10,000

24 - 25 SEPT. 2025
THEKERZNER@UJ

JOHANNESBURG, ZA  

WLHE SUMMIT 2025

For more details on how to be part of
this exclusive exhibition, get in touch
with us today!

ENDORSEMENTS
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R20 000

GROUP OF 5

Discounted rate for institutions

Access for five attendees

GROUP OF 10

R38 000

Best value for larger teams 

Access for ten attendees

Registration
Options 24 - 25 SEPT. 2025

THEKERZNER@UJ
JOHANNESBURG, ZA  

WLHE SUMMIT 2025

✅ Limited-time discount with
full access to:

✅ Standard pricing with full
access to:

✅ Share expertise on a global
stage top academics &

policymakers

Keynotes & plenaries

Mentorship sessions

Networking events

EARLY BIRD
DELEGATE PASS

R5 000 R6 000 R5 000

INDIVIDUAL
DELEGATE PASS 

PANELIST
PASS

Engage in high-impact
discussions 

Full access to sessions
 Exclusive recognition in

promotional material

Keynotes & plenaries

Mentorship sessions

Networking events



Facilitated by

GET
STARTED

REGISTER NOW

24-25
September

2025

More Info:
Tel: +27 73 293 2534
Email: admin@bcshive.co.za
Tickets: qkt.io/wlhe

wlhe-summit.co.za

https://qkt.io/wlhe

